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                          A Very  BIG Thank -You  

    to our Members, Volunteers and Donors  

Fall       

2015  

         Our Board Members are constantly monitoring the 
trail, fixing boards, trimming trees, installing signs or 
putting wire on the trees to save them from the bea-
vers. The main foreshore trail is carefully maintained by 
our  steward volunteers who have each assumed re-
sponsibility for caring for a section of the trail. Rotary 
and Steve Genn in particular have helped us with ma-
terials, heavy equipment and manpower to rebuild the 
walkway going out to the bird tower. Thanks also to Ken 
at G.I.D. Contracting for the donation of signage poles. 

We appreciate the generous grant of $6,000 from the 

City of Salmon Arm to fund a student for the summer 

to work in the Brighouse Nature Centre. This year we 

were able to provide some of our own money and hire 

two students, enabling us to keep the Nature Centre 

open for almost every day between June 3rd and Au-

gust 24th.  Thanks to Aidan Sparks and Ryon Ready 

for doing such a good job, very much appreciated by a 

record number of visitors. During the last couple of 

years  many of you will have witnessed the transforma-

tion of the Nature Centre into a bright and attractive 

place to visit, with plenty of activities to engage young-

sters. Thanks also to the Shuswap Community Foun-

dation for a grant of $3,000 for new signage. As the 

year is drawing to a close, please consider a donation 

to SABNES via  the Shuswap Community Founda-

tion ( c/o SABNES Endowment Fund).  We are one of 

the few organizations that can boast that 100% percent 

of your donation goes to the cause.                                                                                                              

Volunteers  pause from installing wire around 

trees near  the latest Beaver Dam  

Ed Dahl and Steve Genn work on the bird 

tower. Recognize the  person behind the pole?  

Kathy Atkins at the Nature Centre with some 

of her creative work  



To be or not to 

be! What to do   

with   the   

beavers? 

They are trying 

to build an-

other lodge on 

the other side 

of the trail,    

dammit! 

Dam It !  
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 Beavers are trying to dam a stream on the 

rail side of the main trail near the biffy.    

Amounts of material collected are vast . 

Tom Brighouse and Bill Eaton trying to persuade a 

resident beaver to conform to zoning requirements 

              The beavers on the foreshore are busy and eager as ever to expand their lodges. They are at-

tempting to dam a small stream on the rail side of the trail near the biffy.  By attempting to extend the dam 

over the trail they are making it difficult for users to pass. SABNES has procured a permit but removal of the 

dam will now have to wait until spring. In the meantime SABNES  has wired a lot more trees in the vicinity 

and, thanks to Jim Hoskins , the area has been cleaned up on almost a daily basis. The sheer amount of 

materials collected by the beavers is incredible and makes it quite a dam site!  

                                                                                                                                   Geoff Benson  

                                  Dogs on the Foreshore Trail  

 
Because of increasing damage to "no dog signs" SABNES has asked City Council to formalize the legal 
situation. 
 
After measuring carefully the location of the trail as compared to the City's ten meter wide emergency right-
of-way, Bill Eaton and I found that the trail deviates significantly for three long stretches.  Also, it's clear that 
all three board walks are in Nature Trust reserve as well as the access to the Christmas Island. 
 
Unlike other reserves, because of the elongated configuration of the sanctuary, the trail actually forms an 
integral part of wildlife habitat, never far from the sensitive shoreline. Killdeer and Spotted Sandpipers nest 
on the gravel surface of the trails, Pheasant and Quail and a dozen other species nest on the edge of the 
trail, The gorgeous Common Yellowthroat, the Song Sparrow and the Blackbirds nest just where a German 
Shepherd's nose would be. 
 
Supporters have phoned me with at least nine separate tales of dogs they have observed in the past har-
assing wildlife in and around the Bay. 
 
Mayor Dick Smith and council gave us the Wildlife Sanctuary to be saved in perpetuity, a priceless treas-
ure.  It would be a pity if the present Council inadvertently presided over its decline. 
 
                                                                                                                              Tom Brighouse   


