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Big Changes on the Foreshore  
Project supported by the Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation has commenced  

Fall       

2016  

Early in November, work started on the foreshore to enhance the biodiversity of wetlands close to the Raven end of 

the trail. This was necessary because this area has been taken over by a monoculture of dense reed canary grass. 

The project, which is financed by a  $48,000 + grant from the Habitat Conservation Trust Fund (HTCF), has in -kind 

support  from the City of Salmon Arm .The  photo shows a Spidex machine creating one of the four hummocks be-

tween the trail and the lake. The project is the brainchild of biologist Gerry Leering who is also managing the project 

for SABNES. His idea was to form a partnership with the City of Salmon Arm, which will later this year embark on a 

major project on maintenance of the gravity sewer line that connects the Raven subdivsion to the sewage treatment 

plant on the opposite side of the wharf. 

The Spidex machine has now completed its task of forming the hummock shapes. In Spring 2017 the hummocks  will 

be ñdressed ñ with plantings of a variety of trees and shrubs. Snags,root wads, bedding sand and basking logs will be 

added . Western painted turtles, various kinds of reptiles, small mammals, juvenile salmon and water fowl are ex-

pected to benefit. Between four and seven poles with a variety of bird and bat houses attached are also planned for 

the area.. Our president, Janet Aitken, has been a key player in obtaining the HTCF grant and is planning  to  involve  

school groups in the detailed planning of the location of plants on the hummocks and also in the plantings themselves. 

 For additional information , find the sign on the trail close to where the hummocks have been created. 
                                                                                                                                                              Geoff Benson  

                                      Foreshore Trail Closed for  Extensive Sewer Maintenance 

 The City of Samon Arm is planning to close the trail on Monday 19 December until 31 March 2017, or earlier (if completion 

is quicker than expected). Parts of the trail will need to be widened in order to allow for the access of heavy equipment. 

SPIDEX machine in operation  on the foreshore  



                                                                     Volunteers on the Foreshore  

 Working clockwise from the top left:- 

A) A group of Shuswap Naturalists pose with bags of Woody Nightside removed from the foreshore. This was the second of two weed-

pulls organised by the Naturalists, supplying the landfill with 150 bags in total. Bravo!  

B) Dave Aitken unloading the lumber donated by Shuswap Rotary for the repair of the Beaver boardwalk. Thanks to The Stacer Team 

for the loan of their van. 

C) The donated lumber was used to replace rotted planks on the boardwalk. This work bee was spearheaded by Steve Genn and three 

other Rotarians together with SABNES directors Geoff Benson and Gary Lomax.  

D) This sign has been fixed to the gate leading to Christmas Island. The sign was created by Geoff Benson and paid for by a grant from 

the Province of BC. Dogs are not allowed on Christmas Island.  

THE MESSENGER PROJECT: Imagine a world without BirdSong   

The Shuswap Naturalist Club and SABNES  have jointly formed a SOS 

Songbird Committee  ñto help the birds and help ourselves.ò  Our initial focus 

is to create more bird awareness and provide citizens of Salmon Arm a re-

minder to feed the birds over the winter months. This reminder includes clean-

ing your bird feeder of old food before setting it out. It is important to be consis-

tent if you are feeding the birds so that the feeders remain full .Thank you to 

those already doing this.   

The SOS Songbird Committee  is hoping that you will consider purchasing 

Christmas gifts with a bird theme. This might be in the form of a bird feeder, 

a bird book or a bird calendar.  Bookingham  has lots of options.  The Com-

mittee set up a table in Piccadilly Mall in mid-December to get this message 

out to the public.  The Committee created attractive two sided bookmarks to 

promote the Shuswap Naturalist Club and SABNES and remind people of the importance of feeding birds.  

"The Messenger "  documentary was well attended in Salmon Arm at two screenings at the Salmar Classic. The patrons were 

generous in their donations.  We collected over $1000.  After expenses the SOS Songbird Committee is left with just $200 

over $200 to promote their activities.  If you are interested in being a part of this Committee or have ideas to share, please con-

tact Janet Aitken.  janetaitken1@gmail.com 

Varied Thrush 


